
 

‘Fortnight for Freedom’ opens  

with call to be ‘salt and light’ 

June 26, 2013 at 11:05 AM 

 "This is a time for us to reflect on our faith and restore our ability as Catholics to stand up and 

fight for our religious freedom," said Msgr. Alfred Schlert, diocesan vicar general, June 21 to 

commence another "Fortnight for Freedom" in the Diocese of Allentown. 

Msgr. Schlert was main celebrant of the Mass for the Memorial of St. Thomas More at Wills 

Hall Chapel, DeSales University, Center Valley. 

 

  

 The Mass officially opened the two-week period of prayer, education and action for a greater 

respect for religious liberty both in the United States and abroad. 

Msgr. Schlert noted that the diocese is hosting the fortnight again in response to the U.S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops that first called for action against threats to religious liberty in 

2012. 

"This is not our first year and the need is still just as great," he said. 

Like St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, Msgr. Schlert said, citizens and the faithful must 

promote religious discourse in the public square. 

"We too are called as citizens and Catholics to defend the precepts of our country and our faith," 

he said. 

"We need to talk about health care. We need to talk about same-sex marriage. We need to talk 

about abortion and euthanasia," said Msgr. Schlert. 

He said religious discourse is being marginalized in public dialogue with the controversy 

surrounding the Health and Humans Services mandate, attempts to redefine marriage and threats 

to freedom of religious activity, in the realms of health care, humanitarian aid and immigration. 
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"This is not what our founding fathers asked of us or intended," he said. 

Referring to the day's Gospel message, Msgr. Schlert urged the faithful to be salt, a precious 

commodity at the time of Christ, and light, a source of energy. 

"Our Lord says as Christians we have to be basic elements in society like salt and light," he said. 

He also maintained that certain government policies and legislations are dimming the torch 

upheld by the Statue of Liberty. 

"We have to ask ourselves as a nation if we are beginning to put a bushel basket over that torch," 

said Msgr. Schlert. 

"Our duties, rights, obligations as citizens and Catholics is to remove attempts to put a bushel 

basket over the beacon of our nation," he added. 

In their effort to protect religious freedom, Msgr. Schlert called on the faithful to help the Gospel 

message shine bright. 

"We are called to be light – and so too are we called to be lamp stands as well – to lift the Gospel 

into the public square. A lamp can only give so much light, but placed on a lamp stand it gives 

off so much more," he said. 

Msgr. Schlert closed his homily urging the faithful to vote with their moral conscience and exude 

the same courage as St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher. 

"Only with the grace of Christ, teachings of the church and the Gospels can we be lifted up," he 

said. 

"We ask the Lord to bless our nation, correct morals and keep fidelity to our Judeo Christian 

background. And we ask that hearts might be converted and that we remain on that path that 

hearts can be converted toward," said Msgr. Schlert. 

Concelebrants were Msgr. Andrew Baker, chaplain of the diocesan St. Thomas More Society; 

Father Thomas Dailey, associate chaplain of the society and director of the Salesian Center for 

Faith and Culture at DeSales; and Father William Davis. 

A showing and discussion of the film "A Man for All Seasons" that was scheduled to follow the 

Mass was canceled because of technical problems. 

The film portrays Sir Thomas More – patron saint of lawyers, judges and elected officials – as 

"the ultimate man of conscience and as remaining true to his principles and religion under all 

circumstances and at all times." 

A "Forum on Religious Liberty" is planned for Tuesday, June 25 at 7 p.m. at Bethlehem Catholic 

High School. 



Bishop of Allentown John Barres will lead a "Holy Hour in Prayer for Religious Liberty" 

Wednesday, June 26 at the Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown. 

Another "Forum on Religious Liberty" will take place Thursday, June 27 at 7 p.m. at Berks 

Catholic High School, Reading. 

The two-week period will come to a close Thursday, July 4 with the signature event "Let 

Religious Freedom Ring." Individuals and institutions are invited to ring a bell at noon on 

Independence Day to show support for religious freedom. 

All events are free and open to the public. 

Resources for the initiative and for continuing education about religious freedom are available at 

www.fortnightforfreedom.org. 

- See more at: http://www.allentowndiocese.org/blog/fortnight-for-freedom-opens-with-call-to-

be-salt-and-light/#sthash.Of6XOgNH.dpuf 
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