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Ecumenical and interreligious in nature, and collegial in scope, this religious society brings together people of any faith 

engaged in the legal profession to celebrate a common inheritance under the law, to provide for continuing education, 

to nurture an ongoing ethical formation, and to cooperate in a shared mission of the laity to the world.  Inspiration for this 

association comes from the life and legacy of ST. THOMAS MORE (1478-1535) – patron of Statesmen, Politicians, and 

Lawyers – whose fidelity to his faith was firmly grounded in the search for truth, the dignity of the person, the unity of the 

family, and the justice of civil society.  Martyred for his religious convictions, he is recognized as a symbol of integrity and 

a hero of conscience by people regardless of their nationalities or beliefs. 

MEMBERSHIP in the ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY is on a voluntary, dues-paying basis, open to those interested in the ideals 

and principles of the Society.  The following persons who reside, practice, or serve in the five-county Diocese of 

Allentown (Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Northampton, and Schuylkill counties in Pennsylvania) are eligible for membership: 

 

 members of the Judiciary 

 Lawyers 

 Clergy and Lay Faithful holding a degree in Canon Law. 

 

ACTIVITIES sponsored by the ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY concern three areas of interaction: 

 

 EDUCATIONAL programs, including but not limited to 

o lectures accredited for continuing legal education (CLE) 

o presentations concerning religious and/or ethical issues 

o conferences on county, diocesan, state or national levels 

 

 SPIRITUAL programs, including but not limited to 

o celebration of an annual Red Mass 

o liturgical rites for other occasions (e.g., feast day) 

o retreats and/or days of reflection 

o spiritual direction and/or sacramental reconciliation 

 

 SOCIAL programs, including but not limited to 

o artistic or dramatic performances 

o awards presentations 

 

ADMINISTRATION of the ST THOMAS SOCIETY is governed by the By-Laws of the Society and directed by the elected Officers of 

the Society.  As an official diocesan organization, the Society operates in close collaboration with the appointed 

chaplain(s), who in turn coordinate the Society’s work with the Vicar General of the Diocese. 

The ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY OF THE DIOCESE OF ALLENTOWN is a Catholic professional association that promotes 

the mutual interaction of faith and culture in the realm of law and public policy. 

 

“Sir Thomas More is more important at this 

moment than at any moment since his death, 

even perhaps the great moment of his dying; 

but he is not quite so important as he will be 

in about a hundred years’ time.” 

-- G.K. Chesterton (1929) 


