
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) seminar 

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Gerald White Pavilion of the 

DeSales University Center (Center Valley, PA) 

 

“PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES FACING THE PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CHURCH” 

Presented by staff lawyers representing the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, this one-hour course will 

review current legislative issues in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including: 

 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which deals with opting out of abortion coverage 

 

 Interim Final Rules of the Department of Health and Human Services concerning coverage as 

preventive healthcare for FDA-approved contraceptive drugs, surgical sterilization, and 

education and counseling 

 

 regulating abortion clinics in Pennsylvania, in the aftermath of the Gosnell Clinic in Philadelphia 

 

 existing programs and proposed initiatives in the area of School Choice 

 

 state and local legislation concerning Sexual Orientation Discrimination 

 

 nonconsensual Landmarking of Church buildings 

 

Presenters: 

Richard E. Connell, Esq. is a partner in Ball, Murren & Connell in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.  He has been 

with the firm since 1979.  Prior to that, he served in the U.S. Army for four years as an attorney in the 

Judge Advocate General’s Corps.  He is a graduate of the University of Scranton and the Vil lanova 

University School of Law.  Bar memberships include the Supreme Court of the United States and the U.S. 

Court of Military Appeals.  The law firm serves as counsel to the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference.  Mr. 

Connell serves as counsel to the Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association, a membership organization 

comprised of Catholic hospitals, nursing homes, and home health agencies in PA.   

Philip J. Murren, Esq. is also a partner in Ball, Murren & Connell.  He has practiced with that firm 

continuously since 1975, upon his admission to the Bar of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  He is a 

graduate of LaSalle University and the Villanova University School of Law.  He is a member of the Bar of 

the Supreme Court of the United States and of the Bars of various Federal District Courts and United 

States Courts of Appeals located throughout the country.  He has served as an elected or appointed 

municipal official in various capacities since 1989, and is currently Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing Board 

of the Borough of Camp Hill.  Mr. Murren’s practice has included his appearance as counsel in more 

than 20 cases that have been filed in the Supreme Court of the United States, involving constitutional 

issues, employment law issues, property issues, taxation issues, and education law issues. 

The program has been approved for one (1) CLE credit, 

administered by the Northampton (PA) Bar Association. 


